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naval stores, which were wanting in all the magazines in England. Upon taking the said message into consideration, it seemed to be the opinion of the House that no money should be given for any use whatever till the succession was changed, religion secured, and all officers whom they disliked removed all over the kingdom. The debate ran to this cfleet, but no vote did pass, only that the further consideration of thin matter should be adjourned for eight days.
The lords in the Tower for the plot, and my lord of Danby, being shortly to have their trials, a question ro.se in the Lords' House whether the bishops ought to be present in cases of blood. The Commons thinking these spiritual lords would be too favourable, took the consideration of it into their House, and were of opinion they ought not to be present. The Lords resented this from the Commons, saying this was a branch of their judicature wherein the Commons had nothing to do to intermeddle. At last the dispute grew very warm on both sides.
May 15. The report being made from the committee of privileges by the chairman to the House of (he voidnneo of my election, it was confirmed by the House, and 1 lost my session in Parliament, I spoke near half an hour before I went out, showing the unreasonableness of my adversaries* plea, the justice of my own, and the integrity of my principles both as to religion and the Uovermnent. The Duke of Albomarle carried me that afternoon to the play, which I had not leisure to take the diversion of for some time.
At this time, thu slate of the kingdom and government looked very melancholy. The King was poor; the officers of the Crown and the household clamorous for their salaries and wages, which had not been paid for some time. Sir Robert Howard, one- of the chief officers of the Exchequer, said in the Ilou.se of Commons, that there was not money sufficient for bread for the King's family; there were no store.* in the nui'Wzhu'H, either